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nonstriated muscles, and also of ciliated tissues. Having shown that the vital func- 
tions are due to the same forces that are observable in the retort of the chemist, he 
adds : ' 'The savage accordingly was not quite wrong when he drew no distinct line, 
considering everything moving as alive. Life is motion. That old poetical view 
of all nature being animated with life throughout was in possession of a germ of 
truth, and our proud civilisation has actually made a retrogressive step in abandon- 
ing this view." npq. 

Graber's Leitfaden der Zoologie fur die oberen Classen der Mittelschulen. 
Vienna and Prague : F. Tempsky. 1892. Price 1 fi. 60 kr. 

We had occasion in a recent number of The Monist to review an excellent text- 
book of physics published by this same house. The present work on zoology is in 
its second edition, and is intended, like the above-mentioned work of Professor 
Mach's, for high-school instruction. Professor Graber, its author, died before the 
completion of the second edition, and the work was finished by J. Mik. 

Graber's Zoology is unique in its class ; it covers, within the restricted limits of 
two hundred and sixty-one pages, the whole field of elementary biology, human phys- 
iology, and zoology, as it is usually exploited in such books, and thus combines in 
a single volume what is usually contained in two or three. The human organism 
(Part 1) is made the starting-point of study in the work, and the explication of the 
physiological and mechanical functions of animals are thus all grouped about this 
central figure. In a concise form (55 pages) this book contains about all of human 
anatomy and physiology that is usually learned in high-schools. Part 1 also con- 
tains, at the end of the discussions, brief dietetic suggestions. " Systematic Zoology " 
is taken up in the Second Part. This part is well analysed and arranged. The cuts 
are also excellent. Attached to the book is a " Picture-Atlas." This atlas contains 
a number of colored plates, which depict various physiological and anatomical or- 
gans, and also four beautiful representations of scenes from the Naples Aquarium. 
Although this book will not be used by English school-students, it may be recom- 
mended to students of scientific German who wish a good introduction into the 
technical vocabulary of German biology and zoology, which to the foreigner is very 
difficult. fiKpK. 

L'Anthropologie du Bengale. By Paul TopinarJ. Extracted from V Anthro- 
pologie for May-June, 1892. Paris: G. Masson. 
The present contribution to the science of Anthropology by the Editor of L'An- 
thropologie, is based on the anthropometric inquiries of Mr. H. H. Risley made 
under instructions from the government of Bengal. The conclusions deduced by 
Dr. Topinard from the large mass of material brought together by Mr. Risley, and 
which relates to members of all the castes to be met with in Bengal, are of great 
interest. He finds that the populations are much mixed, but that they may be divided 
into three types, one tall and dolichocephalic, that of the Aryans ; another short and 
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brachycephalic, derived from northern Asiatics ; and the third short and dolicho- 
cephalic, or that of the native blacks. India is a world by itself, and most of its 
inhabitants belong to races of which there is no specimen in Europe. Dr. Topinard 
naturally attaches more importance to physical than to ethnographical characters 
as evidence of anthropological descent, and he is justified by Mr. Risley's researches . 
of which he speaks very highly ; although he thinks they would have been more 
fruitful if the anthropometrical instructions prepared by the French Anthropologist 
had been more strictly adhered to. That they were not so is the more surprising as 
Mr. Risley's work is dedicated to Dr. Topinard himself. S2. 

Ueber sittliche Dispositionen. By Dr. Anton Oehelt-Newin, Privatdocent an 
der Universitat in Bern. Graz: Leuschner & Lubensky. 1892. Price Mk. 2 
70 Pf. 
The main idea of this book is to prove that there are certain innate disposi- 
tions forming the elements of morality. The elements of morality are according 
to Dr. Oelzelt-Newin the attitudes of fear, anger, love, sympathy, shame, and pride. 
Conscience is a complex which has developed from these six dispositions. Having 
stated sufficient evidences for the heredity of moral dispositions and illustrated 
the parallel phenomena of bodily states in their reference to moral alienation, the 
author treats the six elements of morality in single chapters, explaining their causes 
and the influence of conditions under which they develop either into virtues or 
crimes. The essay (92 pp.) is a contribution to that ethical determinism which re- 
gards evil as the necessary result of given factors. "Religious people should say : 
Not only the stone which falls from the roof and kills a just man, but also the will 
of a criminal and the punishment of the judge are inscrutable ordinances of God. 
That alone is a true theodicy." As an optimist the author trusts that the evil 
of the world will be conquered with legal means and enjoins priests to revise in 
this sense their creed, jurists their law, and all men their love of mankind. npq. 

The Beauties of Nature. And the Wonders of the World We live in. By Sir 
John Lubbock. New York : Macmillan & Co. 1892. 429 pages. Price $1.50. 
Natur und Kunst. Studien zur Entwicklungsgeschichte der Kunst. By Carus 
Sterne. Berlin : Verein fiir deutsche Literatur. 1892. 
The first of these two books is a delightful compilation by Sir John Lubbock. 
It is another addition to that series of popular works which this well-known nat- 
uralist is now giving to English-speaking peoples. It makes no pretension of being 
scientific : it simply takes the world which science has revealed and shows us its 
wonders and its beauties. Yet it insinuates many a scientific fact and inculcates 
many a moral lesson. No one will regret the few hours that can be spent in its 
perusal, and the stimulus derived from it will heighten the pleasure which every 
religiously-minded heart takes in the contemplation of natural grandeur and truth. 
In the main, it is intended for unscientific readers. It requires hardly any prepara- 



